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Grant  Support

• This project  is gene rously supported  by a California State  
Unive rsity Chance llor's Office  20 25- 26 CSU Art ificial 
Inte lligence  (AI) Educat ional Innovat ions Challenge  grant .



Proje c t  Goa ls
• Deve lop and de live r an innovative  and e ffect ive  se rie s of faculty 

professional deve lopm ent workshops on the  potent ial uses of 
gene rat ive  AI tools in  writ ing  and writ ing- intensive  classroom s.

• He lp  faculty m em bers from  across the  curriculum  revise  course  
syllabi and deve lop new and innovative  writ ing  assignm ents that  
teach students how to e thically and productive ly integrate  
gene rat ive  AI tools into the ir own writ ing  processe s.

• Im pact  the  teaching of writ ing  all across cam pus.



Fall 20 25 Act ivit ie s
• Our e ight- part  t raining workshop for faculty m em bers was deve loped 

in  August  and Septem ber 20 25 and de live red to our first  cohorts 
during the  Fall sem este r.

• Two cohorts part icipated  in  the  workshops, one  online  and one  face  to 
face , with  a total of 18 part icipat ing  faculty m em bers from  a varie ty of 
d iscip lines. (Over 60  faculty m em bers applied  to part icipate  and we  
closed the  applicat ion portal early.)

• Data was collected  at  two points: once  be fore  the  workshops and once  
afte rward.



W orkshops
• First  Four W orkshops: In- depth instruct ion and intent ional 

pract ice .
• Faculty m em bers “put  on the ir student  hats” and use  AI tools to he lp  

them  write  a 60 0 - 80 0  word op- ed piece .
• W ork through all parts of the  writ ing  process, from  exploring the  

genre  to invention of ideas, p lanning, draft ing, rece iving feedback, 
and revising.

• Second Four W orkshops: Reflect ion, pedagogical innovat ion, 
applicat ion to the  classroom .

• Faculty m em bers “put  on the ir instructor hats” and collaborat ive ly 
revise  syllabi and assignm ent shee ts (writ ing  prom pts) from  a writ ing  
or writ ing- intensive  course .



AI Ins t ruc t ion  and  Prac t ice

• First  half of the  workshop was split  in to four topics: AI Overview, AI 
for Idea Generat ion, AI for W rit ing , and AI for Revisions. 

• The  topics followed the  structure  of the  SJSU W rit ing  Cente r’s AI 
Toolbox. (Available  at : site s.google .com / sjsu.edu/ aiwrite rtoolbox)

• W orkshops included an introduction and discussion of the  day’s 
topic, followed by a group act ivity in  which the  part icipants applied  
the  concepts to the ir own writ ing  project .



AI Ove rvie w Obje c t ive s  (W orkshop  1)

• Understanding of key te rm s and de finit ions.

• Gaining awareness of CSU/ SJSU- endorsed platform s and the ir 
capabilit ie s (ChatGPT and Google  Gem ini).

• Reviewing CSU/ SJSU resources and policie s, and start ing an ongoing 
discussion on e thical conside rat ions. 
• This included a d iscussion on language  around AI usage .

• Hom ework: Explore  the  genre  of an op- ed piece  and think about  a 
topic.



AI for Ide a  Ge ne ra t ion  Ob je c t ive s  
(W orkshop  2)
• Trying out  m e thods for using AI to gene rate  and re fine  ideas. 

• Methods included using AI tools for easy ident ificat ion of keywords, grouping 
topics, gene rat ing  m e thodology and database  suggest ions, and using sim ple  
explanat ions of issues to begin the  re search process.

• Understanding how to deve lop prom pts that  led  to desirable  re sults. 

• Trying out  the  m e thods and prom pt strategies in  groups and then on the ir 
own for hom ework. 

• Hom ework: Deve lop an outline / plan for your op- ed piece .



AI for W rit ing  Assis t ance  Ob je c t ive s  
(W orkshop  3)
• Delving deeper into prom pt enginee ring strategies – especially for 

draft ing  – and discussing where  in  the  writ ing  process outputs can 
be  used e thically. 

• Discussing reasons why students m ay turn to AI to draft  the ir 
pape rs and brainstorm ing ways to address those  issues. 

• Analyzing weak prom pts and te st ing  them  out  using AI tools. 

• Hom ework: W rite  a draft  of your op- ed piece .



AI for Re vis ion  Ob je c t ive s  (W orkshop  4 )
• Discussing the  im portance  of using AI tools for revision in tandem with 

othe r m e thods, such as pee r tutoring/ reviews, reading aloud, and 
professor feedback. 

• Exploring diffe rent  ways that  AI tools can be  used for revision e thically 
and evaluat ing the ir use fulness. 

• Reflect ing on using AI tools as an aid  in  the  writ ing process. 

• Trying out  revision strategies on a partne r’s draft . 

• Hom ework: Revise  your op- ed piece .



Re fle c t ion  (W orkshop  5)

• Reflect ion on using AI tools in  the ir writ ing  processes.

• W hat  we  know about  teaching writ ing .

• Thinking about  AI tools and the ir potent ial use  in  d iffe rent  
parts of the  writ ing  process.

• Hom ework: Pick a class syllabus and 2- 3 writ ing  assignm ents 
from  that  class to revise .



Pe dagog ica l Innova t ion  and  Sharing  
Ide as  (W orkshop  6  & 7)
• Brainstorming where and how AI could be ethically and productively 

added to the writing processes in our classes, based on our 
experience writing a paper in the first part of the workshop.

• Integrating AI into the various parts of the writing process: 
assignment, invention, investigating the genre, drafting, feedback, 
revision, evaluation of students' work. 

• Homework: Revise your syllabus and assignment sheets.



Applica t ion  (W orkshop  8 and  Be yond)

• Draft ing new syllabi and assignm ent  shee ts (writ ing  prom pts) 
that  in tegrate  AI tools into our courses.

• Preparing new le ssons and act ivit ie s for introducing and 
integrat ing AI tools into our students’ writ ing  processes.

• Hom ework: Revise  your syllabus and assignm ent  shee ts and 
le sson plans.



Dat a  Colle c t ion
• Pre - workshop survey.
• Pre - workshop docum ent collect ion (syllabi and assignm ent shee ts 

from  a writ ing  or writ ing- intensive  class).
• Post- workshop survey.
• Post- workshop docum ent collect ion.
• Post- workshop inte rview.
• (Upcom ing) One  Sem este r Late r:

• Survey.
• Docum ent collect ion.
• Inte rview.



In it ia l Find ings
• The  pedagogical m ode l we  deve loped – in- depth instruct ion and 

intent ional pract ice , followed by crit ical re flect ion, m ate rials invention 
and deve lopm ent, and im plem entat ion – is yie ld ing good re sults.

• In  qualitat ive  com m ents, part icipants noted:
• The  opportunity to learn how to use  AI tools, and to expe rim ent  with them  in a 

collaborat ive  and paid  environm ent , was extrem e ly he lpful.
• It  m ade  them  m ore  confident  about  using the  tools in  the ir teaching.

• It  m ade  them  m ore  confident  about  thinking through gene rat ive  AI tools and the ir p lace  in  the  
writ ing  and writ ing- intensive  classroom . They now fee l equipped to have  the  conversat ion with 
students and othe r faculty..



In it ia l Find ings
• In  pre - and post- workshop surveys, we  found, am ong othe r things, that :

• Part icipants’ fam iliarity with  gene rat ive  AI tools increased 10 %.
• Part icipants’ use  of gene rat ive  AI tools increased 11%.
• Part icipants’ confidence  using AI tools in  the ir teaching increased 

24%.



In it ia l Find ings
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Ne xt  St e ps
• Ite rate  our workshops and offe r them  to a Spring 20 26 cohort .

• Continue  data collect ion and analysis, part icularly analysis of textual, non-
num erical data (with Nvivo) and one  sem este r late r data (to m easure  
“st ickiness,” im plem entat ion, and new innovation).

• Share  re sults and m ate rials with wide r audiences, including fe llow CSU 
cam puses and publicat ion.

• Use  our m ate rials and findings as “proof of concept” for addit ional grant  
writ ing .



Thank You

sjsu.edu/ wac / writingwithai
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